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We sat down with the Netherlands Pavilion 
architect Thomas Rau, and guest experience 
executive producer Ries Straver to discuss 
the deeper messages crafted into the design 
of the Netherlands Pavilion.

What story is the Netherlands Pavilion 
telling?

Thomas Rau: The concept came from remem-
bering the World Expo in Osaka, Japan 1970 
with its center piece the ‘Tower of the Sun’, a 
sculptural structure by Okamoto Tarō. The build-
ing mentioned three suns — the sun for the past, 
the present and the future. A beautiful golden 
sun was on top of the building, representing 
the future. 54 years later, we are in the future, 
with the building’s dome matching the size and 
diameter of the 1970 Tower of the Sun’s future 
sun. We aimed to bring the future to life. 
 The world faces many challenges, 
and the pavilion presents clear answers to 
them. Firstly, all materials which don’t grow 

are finite. How can limited materials be facil-
itated in an unlimited way for future built 
environments? The answer is circularity: the 
building is a material depot, designed for 
easy reassembly. 
 Secondly, the facts, how do we organ-
ize the energy consumption in the future? 
Energy sources are key and we want to show-
case possibilities to solve future energy prob-
lems. This is represented by a man- made 
sun, the central sphere crowning the pavilion. 

Ries Straver: We can’t solve these issues fac-
ing humanity alone. Despite our differences, 
we must unite as people and nations. Only by 
combining our efforts and coming together 
can we face issues like climate change. By 
openly and freely thinking about solutions, 
we unlock our innovative mindset.
 The floating sphere in the centre is the 
symbol that forms the iconic picture of the 
pavilion, going from big to small across all 
scales. People are guided through the pavilion 
by a handheld sphere, which unlocks content 
and represents innovation, new opportuni-

“It’s not a building,  
it’s a statement.”
Tellart & RAU
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osaka world expo talk show #1 
	 re-thinking innovation 	 イノベーションを再考する

大阪万博トークショー#1

w/ Arne Hendriks, Hiroaki 
Koizumi, Arjan Rietveld, Yama Yuki 

アルネ・ヘンドリックス、小泉寛明、
アーヤン・リートフェルト、ヤマ・ユキ

We warmly invite you to join us for the first edition of 
the Osaka World Expo Talk Shows, a series of public 
conversations at the Netherlands Pavilion during Expo 
2025 in Osaka.

Each Talk Show brings together makers from Japan and 
the Netherlands to explore urgent cultural questions 
through dialogue, exchange, and creative presentation.

This first session focuses on how we might 
rethink innovation—not as a race toward the next 
breakthrough, but as a situated, relational practice 
rooted in daily life and local context.

2025年大阪・関西万博のオランダ館にて開催されるパ
ブリック・トークシリーズ、大阪万博トークショーの第1回
にぜひご参加ください。
本トークショーでは、日本とオランダのクリエイターたち
が集い、対話と表現を通して、現代文化における重要な
問いを探ります。
今回のテーマは「イノベーションの再考」。技術革新や
スピードの追求ではなく、日常生活や地域社会に根ざし
た、関係性を大切にした文化的プロセスとして、私たち
はイノベーションをどのように捉え直すことができるで 
しょうか？

Date: Sunday, 20 April 2025 
Time: 15:00 – 17:00 
Location: Netherlands Pavilion, Expo 2025, Osaka 
Admission: Free (with valid Expo ticket)

The first 10 people to register will receive a complimentary 
Expo day ticket.

Note: Doors remain open throughout, but we recommend 
arriving 5–10 minutes early to find a seat before the 
conversation begins.

日時： 2025年4月20日（日） 
時間： 15:00～17:00 
会場： 万博オランダ館（Expo 2025, Osaka） 
参加費： 万博入場券をお持ちの方は無料でご参加いただけます

先着10名様に、万博1日入場チケットをプレゼント！

ご案内： トークショーの途中からのご入場も可能ですが、5〜10分前
のご来場をおすすめします。

•	 A moderated dialogue between above mentioned Japan- 
and Netherlands-based makers

•	 10-minute visual presentations by additional invited guests: 
Roosje Klap (Noorderlicht), Ron Dirven and Eva Geene (Van 
Gogh AiR)

•	 A live audience of Expo visitors, invited guests, and cultural 
professionals

•	 Sessions will be recorded and shared publicly after the event

•	 日本とオランダのゲストによるモデレーター付きの対話

•	 ゲストによる10分間のビジュアル・プレゼンテーション：ルース
ィェ・クラップ（ノーダーリヒト）、ロン・ディルフェン、エヴァ・ヘ
ーネ（ファン・ゴッホ・アーティスト・イン・レジデンス）

•	 万博来場者・招待ゲスト・専門家によるライブオーディエンス

•	 トークは記録・撮影され、後日一般公開予定

RSVP + Contact Information
To reserve your spot or request more information:

申込み／問合せ
お申込み・お問い合わせ：

Presented by
Nieuwe Instituut 
As part of the Cultural Program of the Netherlands Pavilion at Expo 2025

主催：
Nieuwe Instituut（ニューウェ・インスティテュート） 
2025年大阪・関西万博オランダ館文化プログラムの一環として開催

osaka2025@nieuweinstituut.nl


